Newsletter No. 4 - February 2019

NEXT WALK
Saturday 23 March
Moderate walk - Diamond Hill

MONTH AHEAD
Sunday 31 March
Club Walk - Eastern Peaks of the Burren

Leaders: Pat O’Brien , 087 249 4299
Jim Borges , 086 820 6771

Meeting: 8:45am, Roslevan

06 - 07 April
Introduction to Rock Climbing
Check out calendar on the website for
more details

Walk Reports
Boughil to Knocklomena, Kerry
Sunday 10 February
This was a new walk introduced by leader Noel to the
schedule in place of the Benoskee/Stradbally walk, and
a welcome walk it turned out to be. 20 hardy souls
assembled at the car park (V851 769) overlooking
Barfinnihy Lough, 1km west of Moll’s Gap car park. Our
plan was to do a traverse from the Lough, up over
Boughil, continue west along the range, descend to
Lough Fadda, and then up to Knocklomena. Noel and
myself left the group at the Lough and did a car drop at
the far side in a lay by (V808 780) overlooking the
Owenreagh River valley. A light dusting of snow on our
little range was a welcome sight and proof that the snow line had made it down past the 600m
mark. We had been treated to spectacular views of the snow covered Reeks on the journey down
through Killarney. When we returned, the group were glad to get moving as the temperature
remained close to freezing so off we headed and made short work of Boughil (631m). Beautiful
views south east to Kenmare with the snowcapped Reeks visible to the North, over
Knocknabreeda, were the reward. Continuing west along the range, we were treated to a few
scalping hail showers and indeed a mysterious figure in a balaclava later appeared in a group
photo! We didn’t hang about but spirits were high and the conversation lively as the only
snowflakes on this walk, fell from the sky! All enjoyed a nice lunch just off the 595m spot height as
I learned a thing or two about packing for Morocco! The intermittent views of the valley below
and the distant Reeks took the sting out of the hail showers as we descended through the heather
close to Lough Fadda. Here, the group
split with 10 people heading for the car
we dropped off earlier, and the rest of us
made the ascent of Knocklomena
(641m). It was a stiffer test than we had
expected and the last lingering cobwebs
of Winter were blown away! A few of
us made it back to Murphy’s in
Killarney for a superb dinner and I can
confirm that no pedestrians were
harmed during our exit route out of
Kilarney!
P.S. Suzuki GPS for sale!!!

Fergus McCarthy

Fanore to Ballyvaughan
Saturday 16 February
A favourite moderate of the club requiring a bus drop close to Fanore we headed out ob the path
towards Black Head eventually heading up towards Cathair Dhun Irguis, a history lesson and on
to the top. Decent weather afforded us a great view of Galway City across the bat, unusually calm
for this time of year. Passing through the Gleninagh Valley we took a notion to look for cave (It's
not a cave). Found it, took a look and headed on. A quick food stop overlooking Ballyvaughan we
headed down for the road walk out to our cars and a well earned coffee and cake. A nice walk, good
weather, chat and banter.
Ed.

To see more photos from the walks, check out the
www.clareoutdoorclub.net website gallery.
• €40 per person For 2 day training

• gear provided
• Please pay €40 In club

Account By Friday
29 march To confirm
place
Contact
Fergus McCarthy
086 303 1802

CLARE OUTDOOR CLUB BANK DETAILS
TSB, Ennis
BIC – IPBSIE2D
IBAN – IE75IPBS99072811476909

